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This report, presentsra study.conducted in the Spring, 1975.

.

The subjects for the survey were practicing elementary and

secendary_leversehool media specialists (S s) employed id

school afkricts throughout the southeastern United States.
.

..The purpose of the study was to elicit the judgments of

0SMSso via written questionn4res, to determine what'media-educ-

ation courses'.SMSs believed to be mostAelgful for providing

those .skills and competenciesmeceJary for SMSs to manage. and

maintain their school media programs, activities and services.

The report presentsa description Ofithe procedures used

: °

throughout the study. Comparative data is presented' foranaly

zing SMSsfperceptions withip a state'and between and among states.

. Twenty-one selected medie-related courses (items) were-used
.

I
. . v ' 1,

on the questionnaire for eliciting SMSs' judgments. The five
..," .

dourses that received the'largest number of scorings were:

1) Audiovisual Media; 2) Preparation of Instructional Materials;
..__

3) Literature for Children; 1&) Folklore and' Storytelling; and
s

:5) Administration of Media Programs.
0 s

Both elementary and secondari SMSs Perceived these 5 course

itemsas "most impOrtant!. However, Secondary dividion SMSs

seared:an additional 6 courses 'as "Moat important".

°Five major categories of functioning for SMSs were selected

and described. The results of the study indicated SMSs scored

selecting and evaluating resources category highest. Planning

and implementing instruction category received theAowestnum-

ber of scores.,

a
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AWTRACT (Continued)

, Major themes are suggested der which planners and decision.

markers of-graduate level med -e04ation programs and persons

responsible for staff develonent sessions might address their

attentions.

The
P
major conclusions prey nted are: r,

There seems to be a re time existing between how SMSs judge
7

the relative lmportan e of courgR items as compared to cert-

ification crtteriaa outlined by respective state depart»

wants bf education,, divisions of certification'

2. School media specie ists appear to be literal- oriented for

'they rated the,prp tic and practicial course items higher
, .

than those items, at have a more theoretical and conjectural

-basis.,

a
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Introduction

During the goat decade, a new profeasiOnal role has emerged

within the pede logical ranks in t4is-notionis schooletthe

rOle of the scho 1 media speciilist (MS). This hybird term

and its resultin functions has posited mare questions'than.,

the'prt;blema it as presumed to solve.. Some of the questions

that have been di cted at this speciality are:

* What are the rceptions held by practicing SMSsas to

the relative cirtance of coursed offered by graduate

,evei media-edu ation programs?

0 0

* Do the certific tions requirements of individual states

directly affect the SMSS, perceptions of course pre-!

ferences.

* Iirtipms of cour e content" 'Oat ate.the,judgmente

ef:SMSEat'they quats.thdorymah.prectice?'

* What competencies and skills'do SMSs perceive as

Most functional, a d appropriate?
.

* What are the dist anguishing ,Charactertsticb or features

that should be con idered in planning and developing

to,

future' graduate Le el media.Ledqcation curricula?

In anfattempt to i vestigate these questions, the inveem
. .

grtors conducted a su ey on SMS6 employed. in selected school

..

. t

Oricts throughout 5 eautheastern,United States (Alablinimis

F wide, Georgia, Mississippi, and Terinessee).

Prose of the study

he survey was condo ed dutindelSpring, 19750 1An

effort was made to alio the judgments of schoolmed a

. /
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-specialists as to whai they perceive as appropriate courses

thaktwill assist them to function more adequately in managing

and maintaining school media centers.

ProCedures
N/ 7 1.

The populption, from which the 'Sample selection was made,

ware school media specialists employed in both elementary

and secondary divpions. A. questionnaire for assessing the

perceived educational needi of practicing SASs'uas constructed

and mailed, to 495 SMSs within
the geographical boundaries as

defined above. The questionnaire (iPPENDIi I)was constructed

.

from course titles listed in1I20 current editions of catalogs of

Pifessional,,media.education programs. Ail 20 of the programs
fq

nelOted for the study are'currently accredited by the American

Library Association.(ALA).
IlurATA accredited schools were

systematically selected
from:every'second,prograi listed in

the Directory41 of ALA acorddited.library-education °schools.

This selection was continued until 20 programs had been

chooser..

The courses of each of the 20 ,selected scho61 media programs

were reviewed and each time a course title (item) or a similar

course description:was presented, la tally mirk was indicated be.;

sidef the,item.. Ap. items receiving '6 or more tally marks. were

, .
.

included itithe study. :Toren t one items were selected fox;

;Clusion on-the questionneie

Th; school districts cdntacted to assist in this study were
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selected from the Directory of Public Elementary and Secondary,

Schools in Selected Districts..The selection of sample school

P _

districts was stratified by regions within state and by pop-'

elation census data. The census ranges for site seleCtion

are, delineated on TABLE 1. Also,-this TAble lists data by-the

number of questiOnnaires mailed out and subsequently returned

by responding ape.

M M ..... .110, M

TABLE I APPROXIMATELY HERE
... m 41. ft** M =

As indicated,. 495 questionnaires were mailed out to elementary

and secondary division SMSs. TheSMSs were asked to Check those

items Which they believed to be apprOpriate for meeting their

ongoing professional needs. There were no pree.established'stan

dards .for acceptibility; therefore, the.typle of subjective scoff'-
/

ins bl,SMs was not evaluated and interpreted by any .ckter

based on correctness, gradations of quality or "best" answers.

The SMSs were not requested to.limit their choices to any

minimum or maximum number of items nor-prioritize/the items

according to any personal- or professional-oriented preferences.

School media specialists were free of any forced number of

choices and were not required to orderor rank the items.

/

Two- hundred -and- twenty-six (2t6) of the original 495 SMsel
/

surveyed returned questionnaires; however, only 197 were,offici-

*fitly completed and could be used in thestudy. Of these 197 J
A

useable questionnaires, 1§3 were completed by SMSs employed

in the elementary division while the remaining 74 were from the

secondaiT division.



The above responses-were obtained throe construction of

a frame or a conplete listing of all school districts wittan the

.5;etste area. The frame was further delineated by states and by

6

the 6 premestabiished ranges of population for metropolitan

areas as logistiallydefied on TAbLE I! Througlithe use of a .;

randoa.number table, a systematic randon sample was assigned for
o

each of .the above -ranges.

Range li every 2nd district

Range 2, every 3rd district

Range 3, every 4th district

0
Range 4, "every 6th district

Range'5, every 8th district

Range 6, every 12th district

As a result ofthis stratified site selection proced 10 school

executives, of major public school districts, weW contacted from

each of the 6 ranges (N 60). The purposes of the survey were

stated and permission was!asked to conduct a survey with the

elementary and secondary school media specialists employed within

their respective districts. In addition to a request for permission.

to contact, a subsequent request was pride for forwarding identi-

fying informationmnames and addresseson existing snhool

media centers within the district.

Twenty-nine executives replied positively with the requested

informaiion, and within the established timeline. The foliowing.

lists the resioonding districts by the number responding within a

range:

4
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Range 14.:94

Range. 2 oo

,Range 3
)

Range 47
Range 5' 6
Range 6

N /5$

By way thGpersonnel lists, supplied by the 29 school dist.rict

executives, every 5th school was mailed a questionnaire; addressed

to the school's media specialist.

The data, received on the questionnaires, were collected and

prepared for analyeii'by listing each of the 21 items ranked

according to frequency of responses as indicated on TABLE BSI.

orispuomerso ....... mob
.TABLE II APPROXIMATELY E.

4111 * * r * or ft r r r Mill OS MO

The raw scores were reorganized into a,framework for more

effective and iredision analysie Frequency distribUtions by

school division and byatatas are presented on TABLES III And)
o

IV
-or

TA BFI., III; APPROX±NIATETZ BERE

=I ow r. ... "ao r or ea s, r or

.
TABLE .IV PPR6X*TELY RERE

* * * ft MAW

O

The aggregate acores (total esponses for all courae'iteib)*

'received from responding school...media specialists emploked 16

, .

Alabama acho61'distriCts were *greater than fromirespondentS.
0 .

from the other (foUr states.-- The, lesser- number cif scores were

received from reappnding SMSs from GeorgiaNs le 607 and'407:'

respecttupy0 9

0



The range of variability for'ecorea is 200.. Also* TABU.

IV ranks each state in tarns Of.the number and percentage of

total respohsea.

The highest possible score an item could receive is-197:

that -is, thwtotal.nutber of
respondents scoring an,item: The

item directed toward audiovisual media received a point on each

of the 297 questionnaires. Again, this was the highest. The

lowest score is 37.'.'The external range of scoree.is 160.

The 21 items were, ranked according to the 'numerical data

established by the frequency of responses. This was done in

order to:

* determine the elative position of ari item in i-Series.of
--

items

41. indigo the position oreach-itaM,".

/0

%

* provide a means for grouping itemsNinte a number of

delired sections.

The fallowing 13 items received Acores in excess, of 100 points:

,ITEMS,

Audiovisual Media

Preparation of Instructional }Medals'

SCORE

10
179

Materials for Children
171

Folklore and Storytelling:
169 4'

Administration of Media Programs 1.60

Basic Reference and Bibliography

Classification and Cataloging 143

Materials for. oung Adults a
136



Ilaterials foe-Minority Cultures

Techniques of Curkoulum Dovelojment

c2.

0

Radio'aid-Television in ViduCation

.

Media Retearen 297.

Advanced Reference and Bibliography

119

109

In order to obtain further' ,understandings on variabilities

'within the distribution of items-, a range of quartiles wad.

established. A range of 197-160,-Iaving an external range of

37 iiaintsp indicates the 'upper quartile (Q3)-ands those items
.p

Audiovisual Media

are:

Preparation of Instructional Materials

Materials for Children.

Folklore and Storytelling

Administration of Media Program.4.

Tfie range of the lar'weati quartile (Q1) indicateS
T f

its ranged in scores from 0-37, or 53 points. . tt6rah located

0

the following

in this quartile. are':

Information Science

Governitent

Library, Materials in the. Humanities

Intellectual Freedom and Censorship

Ilistery of Books, and Printing

dammunication Theories

Educational 'Statistics

The. range of, he middle quartile (Q2) denotes' a variability .0
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in scores Of 42 points (153-91)4.-Theseltems are:

Classification and Cataloging

Materials for Young Adults .

Materials for Minority Cultures

Techniques of Curricula Development '

Radio and Television in Education

Media °Educational) Research

= 4'

Advanced Reference and Bibliography

Instructional Systems

TABLE V ApPROXIMATELYHERE0

Table V prebent4 by. state, a per cent to total of responses
. .

for each course item... For. instance, 197 responses were dir-

etted toward the. audiavisual:chUtne'item. This Same item re-

ceived of the total' of all abores. Take 'P also presents

. a summary of informatien on how SMSs,,,within a state, per-

ceived the relative importance of each item in relation to

all other items. For example, SMSs employed.within the State

of Florida' gave more weight to course items as Audiovisual

Media -Preparation of Instructional Materials. and Literature

f& Children: the methods and technique courses. The least.

emphasis was placed on items thatsprovide the6retical and

historical constructs. (I.e., Communication)Theories, History

. of Bodes and Printing and Intellectual Freedom and Censorship)

The findings of the study

An analysis of the data indicates there is little

differences in:the scores among secondary
8MSs-employed in the
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0.

42. G

larger_ metropolitan areas
(ranges 13) as ,compared to, the

Scores of Ms serving smaller areas (ranges 4.4). A wider

a

variation of spores is presented among ,elementary SMSs- by

ranges.
q.

As the audiovisual media item received the highest. score

and displays the highest agreement among.SMSs: it presents

the least variability in,its scores. A course 'directed toward

information scielice indicated the least agreeiment with the

'giaratest. variability' in its score.

The6 items that"present the least variability. of scores

.
4

h.!

by SMSa within all--state-s- are:

Audiovisual Media-

preliarergon of'Itistructional Materials

Literature, and Related Materials fOr Children,
.

Baistelteference Materiels
7, ,

Mmteriale for :Young Adults

Government PublicatiOns

The items thatpresent tie greateit variability of scaresoare;

Information Science

History of Books and Printing

Statistica-

Intelledtual "Freedom

InstruOtional Systems

Library. Itaterials in the Huianities

In order to determine if a relationship exists betWeen the

perceived curricular needs of SNISs and the respective state's

requtrements forschool media
certification, the row scores ,

4



preiented on TABLE II were used to ranksitems- by highest scores,

Y

by state,and then compaie these priority items to those listed

under each of the statelscertifichti6 requirements. The per-

centage of direct.relationshiP folloWs;

Alabama 68%

Florida 73%,

Giorgi. 856

Missisiippiel%

-Tennessee; 76%

Arbitraryrahges were establishes for rankincitems, The

10

ranges were based on the number of points allocetecteach item

by SMSs icediding to divisions (see TABLE III). The raw scores,

by divisions 9nd by items, were converted to Percentages: The

following Iists.percentage ranges and descriptionet of rangei:

70% 100% high to erylflighperceived. need

0% 69% averaAe to fairly high perceived need

ic% 39%...present need but perceitred low

:$0 19% negligible .or low fel need

The following categories compose a listing of ranges by

divisions and by items:

ELEMENTARY .DIVISION
Percentage

JO% 100% range a score

Audiovisual Media
Preparation of Inatructional Materials
Literature and 'Related Materials for Children

Folklore and Storytellini
Administration.,and Evaluations of Media Programs

100%

Q.
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40% - 69% range

Literature and Related, Materials for Minorities 67% .

ClassifioitibmAnd Cataloging 66%

Ba sic l'jeference Materials .

64%

Techniques of Curriculum Development
61%

Literature and Related Materials for Young Adults 56%

Library Materials in the Humanities 50%

Radio and Television in,Education' 50%

Information Science
44%.

Instructional Systems
log

20% 39% retie

ttellectual Freedom and Censorship
dia (Sclutational) Research

At need Reference
Go ernment Publications
His ory of BOoks and Printing

Tec nology and Communication Theories
;

00 19P?range

Statistico

SECONDART DIVISION

70% 100% rand

Audiovi ual Media
Media (B ucational) Research

Literatit and Related Materials for Young Adults
Preparatn of Instructional 'Materials

Folklore and Strytelling 90%

Administration and Evaluation 'of Media Programs

Advanced Reference Materials

Basic Reference Materials
Government Publications
Literature and Related Materials for Clitldren

0

100%
93%
91%
91%

.

40% 69%. range

90%
88%
74%
70%
70%

Literature and 'Related Materials for the Minorities 63%

Radid'and Television in' Education 63%

Information. Science
61%

Techniques of Curriculum. Development 60%

Instructional Systems
60%

History of Books and Printing 50%

Intellectual Freedom and Censorship '49%

.Library.Materials in the Humanities ., 45%

Technotegy. and Communication Theories: 43%

Statistics 43%

15



20% is 39% range

Classification and Cataloging

00 1.9 ITO

none

. 34%.

Stamaarr
°

Questionnaires containing 21 course titleslitemOerid de-

scrip-gone were sent to 495 school media epedialista (Si):S

197 were returned that were satisfactorily.completed and used

o e

in this study. The subjects, all inservice,sehoolitedis per..

simnel, were employed in school aysliems within the southeastern
..,

0

United States.
.

ObjeCtive sampling techniques were used for selecting samples

within the larger population. A stratified sampling procedure

was used to select, tO school districts (sites) and the samples
0.

of population were obtained through a sylitematic samplitg pro-

cedure by selecting eiejis5th element from the population to be

etiadied.' c=,

.

Sixty sites were selected and contact !d., Twenty-nine were

used in the final analysis. The sites a pearea to be represent+.

ative of the geogrePhical area and-the target population.

Awthe questionnaires were'received, the responses from the.

SUSS were divided into mutually exclusiyIsubpopulations (by

state, region within a state, census ranges, and elementary

,

4.

and secondary divisions4

After the data WS collect©d and che+ed for completeness and
, .

.

/

accuracy, it vas prepared-for.analysis
I

0
At.analysiei of the data

16'
02,
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J

indicated*

* Twenty-one items w ria most 'frequently listed .

major offerings by chool media-education p ogramso ..4

A division of the 2i items, as seored by S s, placed
/

5 courses in the 'quartile and 8 -eac in the

middle and ;over artilea. Thirteen of these 21 items

received scores off 1050 or above, The 5 items receiving

the highest of sores were:

Audiovisual Media

Preparation of Instructional Materials

Materials: for .Childien

Folklore and Storyt011ing

*

Administration of Media Pmagrano

Item that reo lived the lower scores mere:

Materials thfI Humanitiei

History ot so' ks and Printing

Intellectual Freedom and Censorship

Communication Theories

Statist.cs

o

13

r/t ' 1,

* An% analysis on.the ranking of all items indicates a high

agreement between the perceptions of elementary and secondary

,;
SMSmt The data further reveals that secondary division SMSe

expressed, as more important, a larger: number. of courses

than did those in the elementary
division, In the "high

to very high perceived need" ranges elementary SMSs scored the

same items in the upper quartile. Within ..the secondary

divisions SMSs indicated a need for the sameltems and ex-

tended this range to include 4 additional: Media Research

17
.
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Materis s for Young Adults, Advanced Reference and Biblio-
4-

graP4yland Government Publications.

I

There As a closer agreement, between elementary and secondary

division SMSs, on itemshconsideredmori important. A lesser

agreement on those items perceived as not as important.

A relationship appears to exist between the perceptions of

SMSs as to the importance of spOcific coUrse items and cert.-

ification requirements as out nod by the respectpe state

department6 of education.

In order that the data be brought into a more precise summation,

114

system for classifying the, items is presented. The 5 major Arne-

tioning categories, as described by Orderind44 seems to'beve

.

significance for this study. Orderinde points to 5 major cote-

pries of functioning for SMSs. They are:

I, Selecting end evaluatidg resources,

II. Managing resources

III. Designing and producing resources

Organizing resources

VL Planning and implementing instruction

A division of the 21 items as classified under these 5 areas

oe. functioning denotes the following clusters of items:

I. Selecting and evaluating resources

(N 8 or 38% of all items)

Materials for Children

Materials for l'oting Adults
.

;

17- -; Materials for Cultures,,

,,,,.. :._7.. /

Minority
)

:Saterials for the Humanities

Intellectual Freedom and Censorship

4
o
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Government Publications

Folklore and Storytelling

History of Rooks and Plinting

II. Managing resources -

(N 5%r-24% of all item)

Adiinistration of &die Programs

Instructional-Systems cr

_Information Science

Media Research

Statistics
c

",III. Designing and producing resources:

(N 0 3 or 14% 'oral items)

Audiovisual Media:

Preparation of Instrhotional Materials

Radio and TelevitsiOn in-Education

Iv. Organizing materialst

(N 3. or 14% of\all items).

.,

Classification 't\thd Cataloging
,/

Reference and BibliograP4

\ ./ ,

Advanced Refefence arckEibliography

9. Planning and iplementininstructions

(Rsig 2 or 10%* of all items)

Techniques of Curriculum Development

Communication Theories

It rounded off
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Selectin¢ and valuating resources seems to be the area

most graduate level:courses are directed (38a). This cate-

gory received 39% of the total responses' from SMSs Managing

renourcesencompassed 2h% of the graduate offerings and drew

19Cof the total S!e' responses. Both designing and pro-

ducinFresources and arrganizing materials ihared the third

position, Each received 14% of all course offerings, . De.

sign and prodft6tion received 19% of the total responsei

while organizing materials had 16% of the 0/0st scores.

. the catedOryi planning and implementing instructionirei-

.
c

,

presents 10% ef.curricular offerings and received 7% of

the response ratings.

Organizing materials and planning and implementing instruc-
.

tion categories reveal a lower. pricirity of course offerings,'

as indicated in the Directory' of ALA accredited school

\Media rograzilistings. Also, SMSst responses disclosed a

*far, .eve1 of interest or'need for these latter,two sate-
.

igorie

lieslcrnesees of the study

e 19 Almanael reveals thereAre 7,,995 elements*. and

secondary public schools ini6e defined 5-state area, The

responding were .employed it 197 of those schools. Al-

though objective and stratified sampling techniques seemed

to obtain reipon es from the representative segments of the .

,populatioN the 1 ited number of actual respondents could

20

16



leason the precision for determining SMSs perceptiOns that

a larger sample of theSame population..

The titles and subsequent descriptions of coursed listed

on the questionnaires may not have resented the most cam..

gete. inforMation to all respondentelso each -responding bms

might fully understand the course items' intenVand content.

For instance, a school media specialists 4110'had little form.

alized training- or who had not been fully appraised of the

importance of high speed technology, e.g., 2-way 'cable tele-

vision, computerized retrieval systems, information networks,

dial access,.for processing and delivering information poss-

ibly would not understand the purposes,.scope or raison d'Atre

for such ioourse: This limitation' could have applicabilitk

for many Of the other course items that might not be is fam-

iliar to SIGs ea the more' traditional courses.

Although ran effort was made to list the courses, that are

offered idthin the 20 selected graduate-level programs, there

possibly could be other courses that'the respondents would

judge just. as Important or more' appropriate than some of the

21 listed on the questionnaire, For Instances courses on

grahpic design, still and otion picture photography, com-

puter utilization, and media for handicapped learners might

have received scores indicating higher priorities than some

Of those:items listed for this stUdy.

17



Conclusions and recommendations

It would seem that a valid curriculum for a teacher-educator

''program in the area of school media should now be suggested.

This was not one of the purposes of thisstudy* 13001, there

will be no attempt to explain any underlying thenomen# that

'mould hair) inpucncedthe scores of the responding SMSs.

'review of external influences affecting the perdoiptions of

SMSs indicates there are too many intervening variables that

could make 'mil an elffort-intermittment arCi\7api;icious* HoW-

.

and;,

ever, ithin thit sedtion of thereport, the is an ttempt

toward positing some constructs which might be conside ed

is planning and developing future gidduate level media..educ-

\

ation curricula.

The design of-the Study did not require any mud ents to

be made, by responding SMSs as to what constitutes e "best"

or "worst" o curricula*

The*, was organizedp.ranked4 ordered, clustered and

presented The conclusions and recommendations posit here

will only be extensions and expansions on the content o this

study. Conclusions and,recommendetions
will also retie°

other trends and implications as expressed in the current

literature and by other `research efforts6

It appears that secondary division SMSs perc ived more

course items neceesary-for their day to day professional

involvement than did the elementary-oriented SMSs* Sem?*

dory SMSs indiCated more courses in the "high to very high

22



perceived need" range while elementary'SMSe presented a

Ir narroWer Oblection.-Itappeers 'that sedondorY division

SMSS perceived a need to deliver a wider variety of media

prOgrais and activities than did these in the elementary

division.

o
The data also points to a proposition that planners. and.

developersirespensible for implementing a series of profess-

staff development activities should organize their

-presentation around themei emphasiTling selecting, managing.

prodUling, and weal big medisOiSiources.

This. suggests that teacher-educatori, responsible for

19

4

Rik

Apanning,and develOping graduate level programs, should

maintain and strengthen these courses and encourage pro.-

,, --

service inkinservice students,to enroiIi.cp them as priority A

electives. The scores of the SMO's seem, to indicate that

graduate level courses and staff development sessions de-

signed around themes.as management of 1,05ot:roes, selection

of materials, sin and production of media, and evali!,

uation of the center'', Programs-and activities . Should

and :`would be most appropriate and

respond to:the-mere immediate needs of specialists in-

volved with the ongoing.operationel Auctions of school,

media centers. `

A suggestion, or rather a caution should be extended

at thii point:that is, a balance between theory and practice

must be maintained. Skills and competencies developed around

23
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f
the more pragmatic-aspects of the school media specialization

are "necessary.; but an exclusive emphasis'on those things most

commodious is indefensible.

The profassidnalmedia specialists must be equipped, to cope

:with new ideas, emerging trends, developing concepts, changing

educational philosphiee, and innovative instruotionsl practices.

The theoretical m st ndtbedenegrated by the-substantive.

ThedevelopmentO theoretical constructs directed toward

the areas of media management and utilization are most impor-'

:tan% These constructs are necessary for providing SMSe

with the conceptual and ideological framework for adjusting

and adapting their ongoing media programs and systems as

societal issues and trends alter the educational environment.

It leOherfore,,imperative that planners of teacher-

educator programs link practice with theory and demonstrate,

how theory can be interwoven into the instrtictio6.1 milieu

for providing more meaningful and effective media\deliveries.

Course items like Intellectual Freedom, Information Science,

and Communication Theories Provide-.essential ihputIor

strengthening and broadening the professional performance

qpilities of the school media specialist. Presentations dir-

ected toward the media specialization shdOld be so organized

that theory will have applicability with practice. The

presentationel focus must not be on:. esoteric and abstract

platitudes and constructs, exclusively, but on improvihg

and possibly ameloriating some needs and problem situations

confronting practicing school media specialists.
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There. also :seems to be implications for a °continuing effort

toward reevaluating and analyzing the appropriatenees'of skills

and competencies..inOorporated in the content of graduate level'

courses. Alciisionli ers, responsible for Planning and dir-

i ,

acting profeasiopai p:tul education programs st continue to exam-

ine their etterircular -4feritigs. There is an implication that

/

course s direked toward specific divisione--.ielementary or , ,

__,/

secondary-might require further study and analysis. Por.

instance, it appea"s that seconaarrdivisio' ts perceived

a high d-for a Media for Children course: a course rot

often're.uired of potentiol'SMSa seeking.ce ificstion or

the Met.
1

d'arysdi:Vision.

Alth Ugh data gathered in this study indi atee that S

in both divisions perceived Audisual,Medi Preparation

of Inst ctional Materiels, Literature and R lated Materials,

for. Chi dren,`Folklore-and`Story eIling, and Administration

and Evaluation of Media Programs course ate as "high

very high... " "; it was also indicated that se ondary S

indicated an additional 5-cOurset as epsent l'in order to

meet the specific learning characteristics and instruc-

tional.doMands of their high school constit nts.

Increased emphasis on the individualizat on.of inatruc4:

tion conveys a need for expanded services di acted toward

media. design and production. The three tour as primarily -

dealing. with the design and production of me is point: out a

need for S s to develop skills and techniqu s for the de.*

Sign andsubsequent construction of instruct
onal.materials.

0
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Practicing school media specialists indicated luneedto broaden

their cbmpetencies and alprenesses for assistiniteaChersi

other instructional personnel, and learners'to design and

onstruet meaningful material's.

The courses perceived as more important, by me and by

states, sett to correspond with the prescribed certification

Irequirements littedby ea h of the rtspective state depart.-

mints of education, divi ons of certification. relation-

ship seems" to exist bete en how SMSs perceive e

needi'and'the state agencyla requirements forcertificati,an.\

..

This relationship has many implications. Following are

suggested few:

ono

The identified skills and competencies needed
.m

.tO,manage ongoing school media programs 'and

activities have been identified by both state

...3?

officials and practicing Ma.

* Certification' re uirements isseted frOl antic-

. * ,

/

. .

ulated efforts o .both practicing Ms and state's

department officials.

il'achoa media specialists are7influenced,in their

jUdgmett3 by the certifiCatiOn requirements of -

their respective states.

The implications, as notli aboV.eare only hypothetical.

It.is suggested that a mpredefinitive studrbe'conducted
- ,

on how a state's-eertifieation requirements might-have a Sigma

.
ificant impaet that' might subsequently affect the pereept.

ions of practieing school media sekalists.



FurtherPriaearcte and investigations in'this area might

reveal more substantial, and vaildated

23

he seems to be a Closer relation betweeh the cUrricule

offerin# of graduate Jeril media programs and the perceived

iiistriictional needs 9f SMSs.' With one exception -,r-the
O

managing media resot;e4Te tegory sir,the number of course

°ItorascYotTered within each of the 5 functional area categories

.11;ignificantior ranks with the perceived currieuia needs of

is"' suggested that graduate-leyet media programs

aticoutalke pt'eservice and inservite partiapants to opt to.

word an additional course or two inthe area of-media design

4 .4

pgliuction. Commies that would seem to hold some In-
.

terest for SMSe might. include:

* Advanced Materials and Prbduction

* Graphic Design

* Still and Motion 'Picture Photography

As a final note, decision Makers and planners of media-

eudaation programs must take a closer look at
theircurr.;;'

icular offerings to ascertain that they' remain responsive
9

to the changing needs and requirements of the school 'media

specialization. An analysierof the data ranks the cate-

gory planning and implementing instruction inethe la'st

position. This has serious connotations. The SMS can no

longer remain an ,acquisitioner....a lo ator0
circtaator

of information. The contemporary role f the SMS requires

expanded Rerformatiices, -This specialist's, must 'also, be a

si



elanier, an implementor, and an evaluator of instructional,

.resources and activities that suppokali levels of instruc-

tion*

No long must SMSs .be allowed to be so limited in.train-

i3

that they mnuld shut the door of professional involvement

ndeggaiiide the outside world. The role of the SMS is quite

different' from the experiences add firctions of many tradit-
-

tonal school library and audiovisual functions of the past.

The Media specialist is a designer and producer of materials:

a developer and validator of media. This specialist is re..

sponsibie for the. organization and retrieval of resources:

ky)

a receiver, decoder and transmitter orinformation*

In a dynamio and ivOactiVeeducational situation, the

media specialist is the coordinator of an instructional

team effort; orchestrating a cooperative team approach

toward the efolving4f instructional problems. School media

specialistsiaust understand the process for edUcational

Change and implement it, where: and when°necossaryi This

is the holiatiC nature of the school media specialist*,

28



REFERENCES

1. Committee on Accreditation. Graduate Library School Programs

',Addredited,by'the American Library'AssoCiation. Chicago:
American Library Association, 1975.

( ir
2..Directory p blic Elementary and Secondary School in Sea-

ondary c otila in Selected Districts. U. S. Department
'of Health, Education, and. Welfare/Office for Civil
Righti, Washington, D. C., 19724

3. 0rdertndes Nadu O. "What Makes Media Run." Tennessee
rariano-26, Winter 1974,1mi-1548.

4. Golenpaul, Ann, ed., Information Please Almanac: Atlas and

Yearbook, (29th eidj;.Neuryork: Simon &Schuster,.'

1975,, P. 75.

5 Ball, Howard G. "Issues, Problems and Concerns Affecting

School Media Specialists." The Southeastern Librarian,

Sumner, 1975, pp..18-26.

"Library. Media Specialists'. Perceptions of

Their Roles'and:Fanetions." ERIC Clearinghouse on

Information Resources, (ED 995889), January, 1975.

29



I

QUESTIONNAIRE ON EDUCATIONAL NEEDS OF;SCHOOLLIBRARIANS

D..

D.7 AUDIO VISUAL MEDIA. Production in visual and midi° resource design. Technique

in the utilization of verbal and nonverbal media.
BASIC REFERENCE MATERIALSAND BIBLIOGRAPHY: Emph sizes selecting, evaluating,

_a
utilizing; applying principlea, skills and servic s related to media centers.

CLASSIFICATION AND CATALOGING. Basic, skills for doting, analyzing, organizing,in
synthesizing, storing and disseminating library materials. .

L.! LITERATURE AND RELATED MATERIALS FOR CHILDREN. Evaluating, assessing, Uti-

lizing materials to meet the needs of children.
Z.-1 LITERATURE AND RELATED MATERIALS FOR YOUNG ADULTS. EValuatinguassessing, uti,

lizing materials to meet the needs' f yoing adults.
4".7 ADVANCED-REFERENCE MATERIALS AND BIBLIOGRAPHY. Selecting' evaluating,, utilizing.

skills anti. services related to feference sources.D TECHNOLOGY AND COMMUNICATION THEORIES. Principles and theories for increasing

man's CommuniCation systems.
L.1° INFORMATION SCIENCES AND AHTOMATEDIO Processing, recording, classifyingostoring,'

retrieving of information.
Z.7 INSTRUCTIONAL SYSTEM AND DESIGN. Plans, organii06, allodates, and

.

utilizes
---

instructional resources. - .

47 MEDIARESEARCH. The role of research in media; fieieCting, scheduling, evaluating,

gathering and analyzing data; application and utilization. .._.

L/ ADMINISTRATION AND:EVALUATION OF MEDIA PROGRAMS,;_Adtinistering and maintaining

Programs and services for young people in elementary and secondary schools.

a LITERATURE AND RELATED MATERIALS. OF MINORITY. CULTURES. An intensive, review of ,,-

minority cultures in the USA (Indian, Black, Oriental, Latin, etc.)

L7 RADIO AND TELEVISION IN EDUCATION. Gives a broad view of,ther field of broad-

casting. Utilization and evaluation Of instructional teleCrision and radio.

L PREPARATION OF INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS. Multi-media resource design integrating

varied visual and audio production toward instructional objectives:

Ey EDUCATIONAL STATISTICS. The meaning and importance of statistics as a scienti-

fic tool in educational investigation and interpretation.
:a TECHNIQUES OF CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT. Principles of selection, organization

and presentation of learning and role of teacher-pupil planning.

L INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM AND CENSORSHIP. Concept of intellectual freedom and the

restraints which societies have imposed on this freedom. . .

1:7 FOLKLORE AND STORYTELLING. An analysis and evaluation of Folk Literature and

Epic Tales of VariOus peoples as a revelation of their cultures. .

. ,

a GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. Survey'of the publishing activitzes and publications

of national, state, and local government.
a. LIBRARY MATERIALS IN THE HUMANITIES. Library resources in the humanities

including major works, serial publications and reference and bibliography.

a HISTORY OF BOOKS AND PRINTING. prigin,. history,and techniques of graphic communi-

cation from antiqUity to present.

I am"employed within an 'elementary Li or secondary Li program.

Thank you for your time and interest. Please plaCe this form in the self

addressed stamped envelope and return at your very earliest conienience.
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TABLE;

ore

Number of Questionnaires Mailed and Returned W.' BM' by Metropolitan. Areas

Ranges of population Number:of Number of ?eveent

by metropolitan . questionnaires competed to total

area:ranges, mailed ,questionnaires
returned and

usable

of

questionnaires
returned

c,

(1) ÷ 200,000 83 49 60%

(2)199,999 - 100,000' 69 24. 36%

(3) 99,999 75,000 93 37
41%

(4) 74,999 - 50,000 96 39 40%

(5) 49,999 - 25,000. 89 25 32%

(6) 24,999 - 10000, 65' 23 Total (7) 39%

N nit 495 N = 197 returned, 40%

.?
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-TABLE it

TOTAL NUMBER OF RESPONSES RAW, SCORES BY STATE

COURSE TITLE FLORIDA GEORGIA, TENNESSEE MISSISSIPPI 11720414/8.

1.) Audio - Visual Media 39

2.) Preparation ofln-
stru4ional Mate-
rials - 36

30"Literature and
Reldted Materials
for Children 32

.4.) Folklore and
Storytelling 28

5.) Administration
andRvaluation,of
Media Programs 33

6.) Basic Reference
Materials and Bi-
bliography 31 .

7.) Classification and
Cataloguing 29

8.) Literature and Re-
lated*Materials
for 'Young Adults 29

.) Literature and
Related Materials

v

for Minority Cul-
tures 30

10.) Techniques of Ctir:
xlculum Develop-
ment 33

11.) Radio and Televi-
sion in Education . 24

12.) Media Research 21

13.) Advanced Reference- A
Materials and Bib-
liogiaphy 14

14.) Instructional Sy-
stems and Design .15

15.) Information Scie
nce .., : .

i 19

16.) GOvernment Publi-
cations .

15

17.) Librar Materials
in the Humanities 21

18.) Intell otlial Fre-
edom and Censorelv.
ip 20

19.) History of Books
and Printing 17

20.) Technology and Co-
mmunication Theo-
ries 9

21.) Educational Statii.

sties 15

TOTAL 497

40

38

40

-34

18

27

16.

26'

15

9

15

16

30

6,

-6

16

2

1

.13

12

407

36

27

33

34 -

31

26.

27

24

'22

20

20
20

13

20

16

17

12

14.

5

2

428

32

39

29

27.

36

35

38

26

28

28

26

27

17

26

23

20

16

18

r_14_

1,6

6

539

'42

39

37

42

42

34

33

31

35

29

24
23

28

'24

25,

21

20

607

TOTAL

197

171

169

160

153.

143

136

.130

'119

109

102

91

89

89

76

66

56

37

2478
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TABLE IV
TOTAL RESPONSES BY STATE, RANK, AND PERCENT

a

STATES RANK TOTAL RESPONSES PERCENT TO
FOR ALL COURSE ITEMS TOTAL RESPONSES

ALABAMA

MISSISSIPPI

FLORIDA

TENNESSEE

GEORGIA

TOTAL

.5

607

539

497

28

40

2478

24.50

21.75

20.06

17.27

16.42

100.00
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